Teproduced and every imaginable effect of exertion on the ECG is shown. Dr Dimond is right to ,emphasize the value of the effort ECG in the fairly frequent cases where clinical diagnosis is in doubt. However, whether many physicians will feel that they must possess this excellently pro--duced but expensive book on so specialized a subject is uncertain.
The Physiology of the Newborn Infant by Clement A Smith MD 3rd ed pp xii +497 illustrated 95s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1959 More than half those liveborn children who do not survive until adolescence die in the first week of life, and most of these early neonatal deaths may be regarded as representing a failure of adaptation to extra-uterine life.
The importance of an understanding of neonatal physiology is obvious and the numerous additions to the scientific literature of this subject in the past few years make a third edition of Dr Smith's well-known book particularly valuable.
The new edition is greatly enlarged, but one may still wonder at the skill with which the author has condensed the findings of nearly 1,400 published works into such a compact, but easily readable, form. 'The Physiology of the Newborn Infant' is basic reading for obstetrician and pediatrician.
Chemistry and Therapy of Chronic Cardiovascular Disease by Richard J Jones AB MA MD and Louis Cohen BS MD American Lecture Series No. 438 pp xv +200 illustrated 60s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 This book deals with an unusual combination of subjects describing the recent developments in the chemistry and therapy of congestive cardiac failure, thrombosis and the role of the serum lipids in atherosclerosis. The description of the purified digitalis glycosides has clinical applica--tion and it is surprising to learn that digitoxin is the most popular preparation in the U.S.A. and that digoxin is less practical for maintenance therapy. There is little additional information on the diuretics and the section of serum electrolytes in heart failure is very brief. The account of thrombosis is clear and a useful distinction is made between the processes of blood clotting and hmmostasis. Short-term anticoagulant therapy for coronary thrombosis is unequivocally recommended, but the value of long-term treatment is further confused by the addition of yet another retrospective study with its inherent defect of inadequate controls. It is disquieting to learn that phenindione is thought to be too toxic for routine use and that hmmorrhage occurring with the coumarin drugs when the prothrombin time is at therapeutic levels is attributed to an effect on the capillaries. The final sections on atherosclerosis and serum lipids have the stamp of much of the authors' own opinions. The infiltration theory in the development of atherosclerosis is favoured, but the differences in blood and plaque lipids are pointed out. Which fraction of the blood lipids could be responsible for the initiation of atherosclerosis is unsettled, but the importance of the low density alpha-2 lipoproteins is stressed. The methods of reduction of the lipids by dietary and therapeutic measures is well treated.
On the title page of this volume is a drawing of a charming chalet, perhaps implying that rest is still the best therapy for chronic cardiovascular disease.
Les Manifestations Epileptiques
Premiere Partie: 1.tude Analytique by Dr Lucien Sorel pp 500 illustrated FB 500 Louvain: Editions Nauwelaerts Paris: Beatrice-Nauwelaerts 1961 'Epilepsy is chiefly characterized by the occurrence of a localized or generalized paroxysmal hypersynchronism within the deeper parts of the central nervous system.' This is the definition of epilepsy offered by Dr Sorel in his monograph. For some years it has been evident that an authoritative account of the subject is needed, one which would link the classical views of nineteenth century neurologists with recent work entailing clinical, electrophysiological and neurosurgical aspects. It is very much to the credit of the Belgian school of neurology that Dr Lucien Sorel of Louvain has offered us his serious and very worthy contribution to the literature. In simple language the author takes us through the whole story of the epilepsies. Starting with an account of some of the views as to pathophysiology, he proceeds to discuss the questions of etiology and morbid anatomy and here we are given a detailed correlation between clinical evidence and focal hyperactivity of the cortex. Electroencephalographic data follow. The author proceeds to a close study of the epileptic subject as he presents himself during the interparoxysmal periods, and some of the propitious and unpropitious factors are discussed. This is where the reflex types of epilepsy come up for consideration. Dr Sorel then tackles the thorny matters of predisposition, prognosis, genetics and so to the medico-legal aspects. A very complete account is given of epilepsy as a sociological problem and the author particularizes as to the arrangements which exist in Belgium for the care and treatment of epileptics. Within the chapters dealing with therapy, Dr Sorel discusses the use of ACTH in infantile flexor spasms -the 'hypsarrhythmia' of Gibbs. We can warmly congratulate Dr Sorel on making available to us an up-to-date and satisfying treatise upon a common but intriguing malady.
Symposium on Anticoagulant Therapy edited by Professor Sir G W Pickering pp xii +284 illustrated 21s London: Harvey & Blythe 1961 In November 1960 a conference of fifty physicians and pathologists interested and expert in problems of anticoagulant treatment were invited by anonymous hosts to meet for two days at the Royal Society of Medicine. The conference produced much important material and the proceedings are therefore valuable, especially as they have been produced so quickly. Many aspects of the subject were reviewed and discussed. The speakers were apparently convinced of the worth of anticoagulantsa question on their value in the long-term treatment of ischemic heart disease got very short shrift.
The proceedings have been 'edited' by Sir George Pickering but the text shows no sign of it. Discussion is reproduced verbatim, slang included, and there are several minor errors. We can see that some of the remarks were funny because the word 'laughter' appears in brackets after them. There is no other way of telling. Flippant remarks may amuse an audience but they are usually better dropped from the published text.
This book, valuable though it is, would have been even better for stricter editing and an index. Springfield, IIl.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 This new edition adds to the previous one by the introduction of thirty post-Virchow authors, the total list of sixty-seven running from Hippocrates to Whipple. Each selection is prefaced by a sketch of the writer's contributions to pathology. There are twenty-one reproductions of prints and photographs of authors and five of illustrations in their writings. The selections include classical descriptions such as Fracastoro on syphilis, Wepfer on cerebral heemorrhage, John Hunter on inflammation, Laennec on tubercles of the lungs and Bright, Hodgkin, Addison, Paget, Von Recklinghausen on the conditions since called after them. Excerpts are presented from the writings of the pioneers of pathology including Fernel,Morgagni,Bichat,Cruveilhier,Rokitansky, Virchow, Cohnheim, Weigert, Metchnikov, Theobald Smith, Ehrlich, Landsteiner, Rous, Aschoff, Cajal. Here is a rich and catholic selection. The majority of the writings chosen are descriptive rather than conceptual. The role of pathology in the evolution of biology as a science is not stressed, nor historically its relation to and reflection of the events and philosophy of the times. However, the character of the authors and the atmosphere they lived in often speak through their writings. The powers of observation in earlier times are impressive. The writing varies: some descriptions are tediously drawn out, others, exemplified by Tulp and Bright, are very readable. In the post-Virchow selections microscopical and experimental investigations come to the fore. But even the most recent key discoveries quoted have been accepted for so long that they rarely make exciting reading. However, it is undoubtedly convenient to be able to refer to classics in pathology, housed in one volume, the foreign contributions in English translation. Though published for medical students, this book is likely to appeal to their teachers.
Functions of the Blood edited by R G MacFarlane MA mD MRcs FRS and A H T Robb-Smith MA MD FRCP MRCS pp liv+635 illustrated £6 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 196I
This is not a book on diseases of the blood, but is essentially a series of non-clinical essays dealing with functions of the blood in the broadest sense. The editors selected function of the blood as a common factor or motive linking the various ways of studying blood and encouraged the sixteen non-clinical contributors from Holland, England and America to speculate freely in their reviews of ideas rather than established facts, The results have been variable depending on the writers, and probably to some extent on the promptness with which they completed their chapters, for the book has taken several years to complete.
In an interesting and learned introduction, A H T Robb-Smith describes the growth of knowledge of the functions of the blood from the drawings of the Aurignacian artist in the cave of Pindal some 20,000 years ago up to the present century.
The delightful and stimulating chapter on the Influence of Disturbed Metabolism on the Morphology of Blood Cells by 0 P Jones is well worth careful perusal; as a cytologist he restricts himself primarily to the bright-field microscope, with excursions to other forms of microscopy for support, as well as considering various histochemical and cytochemical data. Full well does he succeed in obeying his editorial instructions,
